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American System of Education

There nro about 600 universities and colleges in the
United States.  Most States of the Union maintaina State
University, which is psually located at s distance from
crowded cities.  Besides the State Gniversitios, there are
chiversities amintainml by the tncome of privato endow-
ments. Michigan, Minnessota, Wisconsin, Hiinots, Uali-
fornia are State Universits, whife Vale. Harvard, Colom-
Lia, Coruell, Princaton, Chicagn, and Stanford are private
univer-ities, Of all thece wvniversities, abont 23 are of
the first grade. These have faculties of hiberal asts, scien~
ces, engineering, agricaliure, medicine, lase.

Aot of the calleges, ns distinguiched from the univer-
sities, have only the Facolties of arls and sciences.  Bat
there sre eolleges of medicine and colleges of enguneering,
and severnl states have erparate colleges of agricnlture.
Massach Institnte of Tehnology g Hy knenhas
*Boaton Teck.” is a goad exmupla of su Eaginecering col-
lege.

Besides thesn universities and colleges, there nre tegha
nieal schools maintatned by big wannf

iy toncerns.
They are generally mrant for the employees of ébctac.‘q:y,
Thesa technieal intitutions are good for thoss 'students
who are sr.ll'-suypnzﬁng and may eecure embluym,ﬁ .
such fictoriés.  The'teaching in Tactory achooly “waeh

infurior to that of aiversitios'or colleges, apd foreigpes; -
(oprctally thoce from Asid) 2 e

enter such Inctories,

) huve practically 0o "cliypys’ & .
AR
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A. Crepir SysteM aND Crepir DErINED axp Exen-
PLIFIED.

American. college and university education is based on
credit system. In many 'colleges and universiiies one
credit or unit is equivalent to one lecture a week. Thus
a student carrying 17 credits or units is attending 17 lec-
tures in a week for a period of one semester, or half-year.
A credit is arranged in such a way that a student of aver-
age merit has to put in only 3 hours’ work a week for it,
i. e., ono hour’s lecture and 2 hour’s work at home to pre-
pare the lesson assigned in the lecture period. Thus:
student carrying 17 credits or units has to put in a totul
of 17 % 3=51 hours a weck.

In some universities (Chicago, for example) the guar-
ter system is uged. At Chicago an undor-graduato earrics
threo subjects, reciting in cach five timesa week for
twelve woeks. .

g. 'Tme AxD Cnepit REQUIRED FOR UNDERGRADUATE
WORE

The undergraduate work extends over a period of 4
vears. The first year after matriculation is the I'reshman
year; the second year, Sophomore; the third, Junior, and
the fourth year or the year of graduafion is Senior year.
Students belonging to these classes are known rospectively
as Freshmen, Sopohomores, Juniors, and Seniors.

The four years of undergraduate work are divided tnto
at semesters,~1. e., there are two somesters in a Col-

¢ :
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lega year. Daring theso four years a student has 1o com-
plete about 135* credits.
€, CREDIT LISIT

Gentrally there is a limit fo the number of credits

ane may carty each semester. Usually no one s affowed
1o take Jess than 12 credits and more than 17 eredits ina
semestor. | Whatever ho the namber of crodits 3 student
carries, he has to vomplete 135 eredits to get the degrees.
Thus if one takes only 12 credits every semester ke has
to spend about J1 semesters to hecome a groduste,

COURSES OF STUDY .

1. CouLkeE Awp Derantyent !

A Univeesity generally contains 3 Colleges swm ¢

A, College of Liberal Arts und Sciences.

B, Collegs of Enginerring. i

€. Coltege of Agrieulture,

. Collego of Medicine.

E. College of Law.

(Libera} Arts and Sciences comprice all pute ‘Sc;‘cn%!
and subjects, for exmmnplo ~Physics, Chemistry, Totany,
History, Liternture, Mathenntics, ete) . N

In some Umisorsities there are adiditional College, han
tha nhove taentioned Ave and Colleges of Dimﬁ.!iry‘-...c‘ &
College of Commorco and  Business Adinittration ;

*The requirements in difterent -un
in dilferent departments of o aniversi

130 to 148 units of
graduation. -

frertities and gy
s G, Geponity
undergeaduate waork are regolied for
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cach College is subdivided into various departments—
¢. g., in the College of Liberal Arts and Scienco there are
Physics department, Chemistry department, I}Iathemntic*
department, History dopartment, ete, In the College of
Fugineering for example there are departments -of Elec-
trical Engineering, Department of Civil Engineering, De
partment of Sanitary Engineering, ofc. Similary there
are departments in other Colleges also.
2. ReQuIrEMENTS OF DirrereNT COLLEGES

Tt has been said before that it requires about 133 ere-
dits to graduate and these 135 credits take about 4 years
to complete. Now-ull the Colleges just mentioned do
not require the same number of credits for graduation:
Generally the College of Engineering credit requirement
is more than that of any other College. Thus in = parti-
cular case, the college of Engineering requires 142 Cfefiitf’
while the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences require 132
and the Agricultural College requires only 130. )

3. Susszcers Tovenr

The subject requirement for a degree is a little mort
complicated than the credit requirement. When it is men:
tioned that 142 credits are necessary for gradmption it
‘means that those 142 credits should be chosen froma speci-
fied group or groups of subjects prescribed by the depart-
ment. The subjects required fall under three gencﬁ{l

—~clagses = .

‘o

"~

a. Major Subject.



b, Minor Subject. , . '
¢ Elective Subject. * . e o

() A Msjor subiject “consisls of couests sraousting
to 20 hoors (credits) chosen from among thase desimu:i
by a department and approved by tha facalty of the (g,
lege. Such courtes are to be exclusive of thosa °7em@x(:.ry
or beginning courses which are open to Freshmen 12t
year) and inclusive of some Qislinctly abvanced work?

Sometimes the credit requiremact fn g wajor subject iy

¢ more than 20 but it i« seldom more than 21, YMtor st
Jocts are more or less speciulized stadies of & Practivnl
subjact, L

(1} Minor subjects are thosa which are 4,

* studiee for Alhed snbjects.  Thos for 2 student ¢, Phy.
stes, higher Physies would form Major sabjoct wigly ki,,-.‘
er Chemsetry and Mathewstics wil Form Mgy g 0"
A mimimum of 20 unity of Minor saljeet is Betoan, T‘
profuation, T e

% bigter

(€) Lteetivo enbjects—Elective sabjecty e gmn 1.
those which are prescribed 'for graersl syltgey m-\x‘n 2’
other 1lan the main and allied sbjocty, Thag o oy
dent of Phiysics, Chemutey and Mathematieg o \l);‘ ks
wrinor subjects while Economice, ﬂi«zq,y‘ te, t "3 [
tivne. The nomber of clectives reqaired gy, E!\“E "J’a-
ie different for different Colleges. * SRS

One 1o six credita contitate & yubjat e, "'
)

Jeots Torm & semester’s stody. To thow i e, .
Ry
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ween subject and eredit, the following is reproduced. from
onc of tho Bulletins of a 1st Class University :—-

N

Drill Regulations .lueeeseunninssissinvennneneeness

CURRICULUM IN CHEMISTRY .
Tirst year

=

First Semester
Subjects hours or
. credits
1. Noye’s Inorganic Chemistry
* (non metallic elements) ... - 3
German or Trench ..ovevvivivnnnnienns v A
College Algebra  ...icciee Cereararareaaraeas 2
Plane Trigonometry «.......... cerevranrares 2
Rhetoric and Themes  ..civnniiiiiiinn.. 1
. Gymuyasium (Physical training) ......... 1
Military Drill  ..oiieis enrertereasieernnans 1.
‘ Total «.evvenns PPN 15 hrs
First Year '
) ~ Second Semester
Inorganic 'C’nemi\stry ‘and
' qualitativé Analysis coovviiieninininen., 6
German or French 4.
Analytical G_eometry ......... “5 .
*Gymnasiom c.eenss [EPRT Cerererenienies 1.
Military Drill voiveevrursversesreesssvenereenees 1
; A

.18k
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The (allc;i;g s Teom Libersl Arts* departiment 1w
Gencral Dusinoss Carriculum
Fiest Year '
Firet Bomester
Babject bonrs, or
eredits
Principlex of Acoounting wuveevvvssicsencinnns .3
E; i 3
Rhetorie and Themes cvvvvreraFonrnecninceennns 3
« :

p 1
Mititary Dl coeeeoneer " 1
Collegn Algebra ... e 3
Llectives .ol -4
18 hre.
Second Sesmester
Principles of Accounting U . 3
Feonomie History of the .8 .. 3
Rhtoric and Thames vevecvverrss can 3
ymussivm 1
Deill Regulations  vewss e 1
Uilirry UAN . 1
12hr.

For the fiest twa yetes of Collego the subjecty taupht
in sarions departments of a Collogo are pructially ths
tame. " This is specially ¢ene for the Collego of Engincer-
iz, From the third year speciulization Legins and the
Wocts wre divided according to Majors, Mindrs snd Llec=

o, ~

e
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{ nson. The Univessity Library, however keeps its doors
open till 10 P, DL, presenting Facilities of study and re-
eeurch work fo the earnest students.
o ' REGISTRATION

& Student’s University carcer begins with registration.
Tn minor details Universities differ £1om one snother as to
the mode of registration, Lut fandamnetally they agree on
the main rer;l‘ziremenls‘ These are

(A)  AvsustvesT oF PREREQUISITES.

Tho Biadent §s required to furnish certificates and dip-
Yomas, ete | showing the subjects e hus studied before in
Indian sthools and colleges, as well as a certificate of good
Tnral cha‘rnc(er, By this amount and standard of work
thy Unhcrsi!y authorties determine his atanding.

() Fouwnavmes Ak Pers. f

Aller the adjustment of the p is

for ent
1
™o any of the deprrsments or colleges of the University

i stadent has to fill up varions Torms mentioning intend~
o subjoots of study. Tlus must be accompanied by pay-
Wt of fees when required. OF courso the Tees vary
Veonling to subjocts 83 W oll a3 Universitiee.

() Toare RraIsTRATION !

An extea chaego is wade if registrution is not campleted
Al prescribed date.  Aftor 8 certdin perio has dlapen
® moce registration 18 aliowed. S!ud::nu MOt enegy,
Swly Tegistration by etarting from India en such n g,

Tt e for registratics,
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PREREQUISITES :

Dvery student entering a University has %o fu]ﬁll &
certain educational requirement which is called Prereqisite.
A “matriculate of any Indian University, must produce
certificates of high school study covering all the subjects
necessary for admission, Physics, Chemistry with labo- -
ratory work and Solid Geometr} and Trigonometry are’
among the pllerequisites. If the student has not faken
these subjocts in the high school, he has to take them after
Joining the University here but this work will not be
counted for graduation. '

It is advisable to come to this couniry after ﬁmshmtr
at least one year of College work thqugh two ‘vear’s of
College work in India will make it much easier for the
student to follow courses leading to' graduution In an
American University.

Credits in addition to matriculation for any college '
work in an Indian university are -adjusted as far as they
are equivalent to cotrses given in an American nniver-
sity.

EXAMINATION SYSTEM
A.  Finan BEXAMINATION. AND GRADE

Unlike the Indiun Universities, where two ycar’s work
is tested by an-examination at the end of the period, the
American Universities bold e\wmmahons at the end of
each semeqter wluch are ﬁml for the- courses taken by a
student in. thut semester, - ’lhe final grade in any one sub-

; 4 s not the gmde obt‘\med in the ﬁml e\ammatxou lm(

H
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in some other semester and not all other subjects which he . |
took along withit. This from the Caurriculum of Che-
mistry for first semester of the freshmali year (p. 7) it is
seen that a student has to take up 7 subjects including.
Gymnasium and Military Drill.  Now if he fails to pass in
College Algebra he has to repeat only that subject in some
other semester and not any one of the remaining six.
There is & minimum number of credits in which a student
has to pass. This minimum varies between 8 and 12. If
the final grade of a student is not above the passifxg mark
in this minimum number of credits for two semesters, he’
is dropped from the roll of the University. Thus at Culi-
fornia University if a student can not keep 8§ credits for
two consgécutive éemesters, he is asked to leave the Univer-
sity,
THE DEGREES
American Universities award the following Degrees :—

B. S.—Bachelor of Science.

A. B.—Bachelor of Arts.

L. L. B.—Bachelor of Law.

M. S.—DMaster of Science.

A. M.—DMaster of Arts. .

Ph. D.——Doctor of Philosdphy.

D. D. S.—Doctor of Dental-Surgery.

Some Universitics such as -Yale give Ph. B. which
means Bachelor of Philosophy-and is equivalet to B..S. or
A. B. Students in schools of Pharmacy get Ph. G.. Giad-
uate in Pharmacy after two years of college work. All of

what has been said up till now applies only to under-
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Tz of 1, 8. cr A. By The requirements for the Bache
© Ix'tdegees gie alont 134 auits of College work which
gezerally extends over ay eriond of four yoareami comprises
ke Majur enbjacty, the Minor rubjects, tho Electives and
oftrn 2 Thesls,
The requirements of Post graduato nork will be deall
with eader a sepamte lnaldmg. :

L e, to work wlich prepares one for the

TUT GRADLATE SCTA0L

One Teaturo of the first grade American Universities
that should particularly comment iself to the Indian stu.
dents is the ample opportunities ¢f post graduato study,
and pesearch.  Graduation1n fret i« only the heginning
of the ligher p,mcx..hze.l study. Mozt of the graduate
scliools are muntamed wt 8 yery higl level of ofticiency ;
their equipment 14 most up to date and priviloges of speci-
alization are within resch of all carnest students,

The graduste «chools offer to college graduates conrses
Jeading to the dogrees of M. A.and Ph. D., und degrees
of corre-pondiBE grade 1o the teclinical branches,

«They provide™ to quole the U. 8. Bulletin, «,

v i W Oppor-

tunities for advaneed study in the arts and tejengeg o1
for resenrch sumilar to those provided by the Jeadis, B 2n

peun Universitles.” A 'ing Luro-

Thus the graduates of fhe India oL
1t highly profitalle to epend uo"ﬂ: 3_myersm?s will find

¢hese graduate schools of Awericy yeurs in any of

e
















